
November is an exceptionally busy time at The Vanguard School.  The second quarter has just begun and 

students are engaged in their classes and in their extracurricular commitments.  In addition, the College 

Counseling office is abuzz with activity.  Please read on for important updates for all students in the high 

school. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jill Custer, College Counselor    Avery McGlenn, College Counselor 

Jill.Custer@TheVanguardSchool.com    Avery.Mcglenn@TheVanguardSchool.com 

Dear Parents, 
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Quote of the Day 

“The ideal college fit is like a jigsaw puzzle.  The four pieces – academic, social, co-curricular, and financial – all 

need to match up for the college to be a ‘good fit.’  The wonderful and difficult news is that most students will 

find multiple ‘good fit’ colleges where they will be happy and successful.”  

- Don’t Trust Your Friends’ Advice on Getting Into College—and Other Tips from Admissions Experts (Washington Post, 8.11.16) 

 

Class-specific News (click links) 

Seniors 

Juniors, Sophomores, and Freshmen 

 

In the News (click links) 

Good Resources for College Scholarships 

The Truth About College Admissions - From     

College Admissions Deans 

https://blog.ivywise.com/blog-0/good-resources-for-college-scholarships
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2019/09/26/truth-about-college-admissions-college-admissions-deans/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2019/09/26/truth-about-college-admissions-college-admissions-deans/


 

Information for Seniors: November College Application Checklist 

If you submitted November 1 applications, take stock.  The next round of early application deadlines 

typically occur 11/10, 11/15, 11/30, and 12/1.  Begin preparing for these and January deadlines now by 

working on essays, supplements, test scores, and teacher recommendations.       

 

Update your Common and Coalition applications to reflect any upcoming deadlines. 

  

Submit the blue “transcript request” form so the counselors know to submit all supporting documents by 

the deadline.  

 

Work with your parents to complete financial aid applications.  There are two main applications: the 

FAFSA (required or recommended by most public and private colleges) and the CSS Profile (required by 

many private colleges), and they are typically due at the same time as the admission application.   

 FAFSA: 1) Apply for the FSA ID first. 2) Complete the FAFSA. 

 CSS Profile: Click here for access.  
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Last but not least, please share your college decisions with your counselors!  We want to          

celebrate with you, develop plans B, C, or D if the outcome is not what you hoped, and help you 

work your way through your options to find your best fit college! 

https://fsaid.ed.gov
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/


As the year continues, the college process looms nearer for 11th grade students.  Here are a few items to keep in mind: 

 

Coursework chosen and grades earned are the most important elements in the college process.  Continue 

doing the very best you can academically and challenging yourself to a strong degree. 

Inventory your leadership, service, community, and academic commitments outside of class.  Many colleges 

will  evaluate you holistically, which means they care a great deal about your involvement outside of the classroom.  

Are you engaging life meaningfully and in ways that matter to you?  Are you seeking leadership roles in the areas you  

 enjoy, be it a club, sport, the theater?  Are you seeking ways to further your academic interests on your own?  You 

 don’t have to have a defined passion at this point, but you should actively engage the process of discovering “what 

 makes you tick.”  Meaningful depth of involvement matters more than a smattering of activities to which you only 

halfheartedly commit. 

Consider taking the ACT in February.  All juniors will take the SAT at school, in April.  We recommend having 

both tests under your belt by the time you complete your junior year.  Students typically perform better on one test 

versus the other, and colleges do not have a preference on what test students submit, so taking them both gives you 

 the best opportunity to submit your strongest standardized test scores.  Click here for ACT information.  

Information for Juniors 

Information for Sophomores and Freshmen 

Now that sophomores and freshmen have a firm grasp on the academic expectations at The Vanguard School, they can begin 

thinking about life after high school.  Here are some items to keep in mind: 
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Freshmen will take the PSAT9 and sophomores will take the PSAT10, at 

school in April.  These are excellent opportunities to “practice” what a 

real SAT will be like.  Take them seriously!  There are practice resources 

available in the College Counseling office. 

 

Coursework chosen and grades earned are the most important elements 

in the college process.  Continue doing the very best you can               

academically and challenging yourself to a strong degree. 

 

Ask yourself, “What classes do I enjoy the most?”  Can you think of        

ways you can further explore these areas outside of class?  Can you    

become involved in a local museum, take an acting class at a                                                                                    

local theater, or shadow a professional in a field of interest? 

 

Ask yourself, “How am I developing my extracurricular interests?”  Have 

you, or can you, commit to a club at school?  How can you contribute to 

your school and community in a meaningful way? 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html

